Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 214645 
ORIGIN EB-08 

INEO OCT-OI AE-IO EUR-I2 ISO-00 SSO-00 NSCE-00 INRE-00 
USIE-00 PRS-OI PA-01 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 
ERDA-05 AID-05 CEA-01 COME-00 DODE-00 EEAE-OO 
EPC-Ol H-01 INT-05 L-03 NSC-05 OMB-01 PM-05 
USIA-06 OES-07 SP-02 SS-15 STR-04 TRSE-00 ACDA-07 
/113R 

DRAETED BY EB/ORF/FSE:PKBULLEN 
APPROVED BY EB/ORE/ESE:GAROSEN 
EB/ORE/ESE:DHART 
AEAV:BKIRKPATRICK 

014495 081546Z/56 

O081518Z SEP 77 
PM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY FREETOWN IMMEDIATE 
INEO AMEMBASSY CONAKRY IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY MONROVIA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PRIORITY 

CONPIDENTIAL STATE 214645 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS:ENRG, GV 

SUBJECT: GUINEA'S GASOLINE SHORTAGE 

REF: CONAKRY 1613 

1) SUPPLIERS IN WEST AFRICA WOULD BE APPROPRIATE SOURCE 
OP GASOLINE TO FILL GUINEA'S TEMPORARY SHORTAGE. URGENCY 
OP REQUEST IMPLIES NEED POR NEARBY SOURCE, AND SMALL 
AMOUNT NEEDED WOULD SUGGEST USING SMALL TANKER WHIG; 
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MIGHT BE INVOLVED IN COASTAL TRADE (UNLESS GUINEA CON- 
TINUES OVERLAND IMPORT FROM FREETOWN). DIVERSION OP 
A VESSEL BOUND POR USA WOULD PAIL TO MEET GUINEA'S 
NERDS BECAUSE SUCH VESSELS OPE WEST APRICAN COAST ARE 
CARRYING CRUDE OIL RATHER THAN GASOLINE. 

2) DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE ACTION POSTS DISCUSSING 
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GOG INQUIRY WITH LOCAL AMERICAN REFINERS/DISTRIBUTORS 
TO SEE WHETHER ONE OF THEM MAY BE ABLE TO RESPOND. IN 
VIEW CLOSURE OF MONROVIA REFINERY AND TAKEOVER OF OIL 
IMPORT FUNCTION BY LIBERIAN GOVERNMENT, ASSUME IT 
INAPPROPRIATE TO APPROACH US FIRMS THERE. 

3) IF GOG WISHES DIVERSIFY ITS SOURCES OF PETROLEUM 
PRODUCTS FOR LONGER TERM, ASSUME IT WILL ISSUE INTERNATIONAL 

TENDER FOR DISTRIBUTION TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS. SUCH 
TENDER SHOULD OF COURSE INDICATE VOLUMES SOUGHT AND 
PAYMENT TERMS ENVISAGED. WE WOULD CIRCULATE SUCH A 
TENDER TO US OIL COMPANIES IF ISSUED. VANCE 
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